
NYSERDA’S
CLEAN ENERGY 
COMMUNITIES 
PROGRAM
A partnership between NYSERDA, CDRPC, and 
HVRC.



HUDSON VALLEY 
REGIONAL 
COUNCIL

 Hudson Valley Regional Council
 Regional administrator for CEC Program

 Mid-Hudson Region

 7 counties and the Cities/Towns/Villages within 
them

 CEC Program
 Launched  August of 2016 

 Funded through 2019

 Local CEC Coordinators 
 Available to provide

technical assistance to communities

Overview



CLEAN ENERGY 
COMMUNITIES 
PROGRAM

CEC Program: Summary

CEC Program High Impact Actions
1. Benchmarking

2. Clean Energy Upgrades

3. LED Street Lights

4. Clean Fleets

5. Solarize

6. Unified Solar Permit

7. Energy Code Enforcement Training

8. Climate Smart Communities Certification

9. Community Choice Aggregation

10. Energize NY Finance

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Communities/CEC-Map


BENCHMARKING

• Adopt a policy to 
report the energy 
use of large 
municipal 
buildings on an 
annual basis

• NYSERDA’s Flex 
Tech Program
• 50% cost share 

for building  
energy audits

CEC High Impact Action

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings?testEnv=false
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/FlexTech-Program


• Charge Ready New York

• Rebates of $4,000 / port 

• Savings of 30% to 80% 
percent

• Drive Clean: Drive Electric

• Vehicle List

• Ford Police vehicles

ELECTRIC 
VEHICLES & EV 
CHARGING 
STATIONS

• NYSDEC Zero Emission Vehicle Rebates
• EVs

• Up to $5,000 rebate per vehicle 
• EV charging stations

• Up to $8,000 rebate/port for Level 2
• 20% local cost share can consist 

entirely of in-kind contributions
• NYSERDA Drive Clean Rebate

• Up to a $2,000 rebate per eligible vehicle

CEC High Impact Action

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/ChargeNY/Charge-Electric/Charging-Station-Programs/Charge-Ready-NY
https://driveelectricus.com/explore-electric-cars/
https://www.ford.com/fordpoliceresponder/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/109181.html
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Drive-Clean-Rebate
https://www.plugshare.com/


LED STREET 
LIGHTS

 CEC Program High Impact Action
 Convert a minimum of 50% of cobra head 

streetlights to LEDs

 Benefits
 Reduce streetlight energy use 

 Significantly reduce utility streetlighting bills

 LED conversion pathways
 Utility-owned

 Municipal purchase & conversion

CEC High Impact Action



LED STREET 
LIGHTS

Streetlighting Costs Analysis

Estimated Annual Costs 

Current Model Utility Ownership Municipal Ownership

Facility $92,132.94 $70,602.22 $14,867.06 

Electricity $16,037.41 $4,492.19 $7,258.40 
Total $108,170.35 $75,094.41 $22,125.46 

% Savings  N/A 31% 80%

Town of Example
 448 Rate A streetlights

 Central Hudson territory



Utility conversion

 Requires payment of the net-book value of the existing 
lights to the utility 

Municipal conversion

 Purchase of the streetlighting system from the utility

 Purchase of the LED streetlight fixtures & installation 
costs

 Estimated annual maintenance costs

 $20/per light/per year included in projected annual 
costs (for example cost analysis)

Conversion Pathways & Costs

LED STREET 
LIGHTS



ENERGY CODE 
ENFORCEMENT 
TRAINING

 Free training for Code 
Enforcement Officers 

 Full-day, interactive 
workshop

 8 DOS in-service hours

 June/July 2019 TBD 
(Rockland County area)

CEC High Impact Action

http://hudsonvalleyregionalcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Energy-Code-Enforcement-Training.pdf


CLIMATE SMART 
COMMUNITIES 
PROGRAM

 NYSDEC-administered 
program

 253 participating 
communities state-wide

 CSC Certification Portal

 First Step: 
 Take the CSC Pledge

 Access technical assistance 
& grant funding

 Next Steps:
 Appoint CSC coordinator & 

task force

 Work on CSC actions

 Apply for CSC certification

 Tri-annual certification 
application cycle Overview 

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/fileadmin/csc/documents/CSC_Model_Resolution/ModelResolutionCSC-Oct2018.docx
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/certification-overview/application-cycle/
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/actions-certification/participating-communities/


CSC Actions Checklist

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/fileadmin/csc/documents/CSCC-ActionChecklist-6-6-2018.pdf


CSC Actions Checklist

https://climatesmart.ny.gov/fileadmin/csc/documents/CSCC-ActionChecklist-6-6-2018.pdf


Complete
Government GHG 

Inventories 

Develop

Climate Action 
Plans

Town/Village 
of New Paltz

Town of 
Philipstown

Town of 
Saugerties

Town of 
Gardiner

Town of 
Rosendale

City of 
Kingston

Town of 
Esopus

Climate Action Planning Institute

Climate Action Planning Institute

• WEBINAR

• Final group presentation slides (April 10, 2019)

Climate Smart Communities Task Forces (and beyond)

• Esopus Environmental Board: CSC & Stormwater 

Management Task Forces

• Rosendale Commission for Conservation of the Environment

• Kingston Climate Smart Commission

• Climate Smart Saugerties

• Climate Smart Gardiner

• Climate Smart Philipstown

• New Paltz Climate Action Coalition

• Ulster County Department of the Environment

http://hudsonvalleyregionalcouncil.org/meetings-upcoming-events/
http://www.townofrosendale.com/government/commissions/environmental-commission/
https://kingston-ny.gov/content/8399/8491/15147/10454/default.aspx
http://www.climatesmartsaugerties.org/
https://www.facebook.com/climatesmartgardiner/
https://www.climatesmartphilipstown.org/
https://www.newpaltzclimateaction.org/
https://search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?hspart=iba&hsimp=yhs-1&type=c9pr_8201_CHW_US&p=ulster%20county%20dept.%20of%20the%20environment&param1=00240416p071952797169&param2=eyJ1YSI6Ik1vemlsbGFcLzUuMCAoV2luZG93cyBOVCA2LjE7IFdpbjY0OyB4NjQpIEFwcGxlV2ViS2l0XC81MzcuMzYgKEtIVE1MLCBsaWtlIEdlY2tvKSBDaHJvbWVcLzczLjAuMzY4My4xMDMgU2FmYXJpXC81MzcuMzYiLCJpcCI6IjE3My42Mi43MS41MiIsImdlbyI6InVzIn0%3D&param3=eyJ2ZXJ0aWNhbCI6InNlYXJjaCIsInlpZCI6ImM5cHIiLCJjdGFnIjoiODIwMV9scDIzX3dpdDE1NTQ5ODg5MDAifQ%3D%3D&param4=eyJjIjo2MCwicSI6dHJ1ZX0%3D


GHG 
INVENTORY & 
CLIMATE 
ACTION PLAN

Town of Philipstown

 Where to focus on emissions reductions?
 Rec center energy/emissions high compared to other facilities

 Fleet emissions higher than all facilities combined

 Town uses a lot of fuel oil
 Fuel oil emissions are more than double electricity

 But Town pays HALF as much for fuel oil
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CLIMATE SMART 
COMMUNITIES 
PROGRAM

CSC Grants

https://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/109181.html


HUDSON VALLEY 
REGIONAL 
COUNCIL

 CEC Program support
 On-demand technical assistance

 Step-by-step guidance

 Case studies

 Model ordinances

 Project development support

 Tools and resources

 Related programs & resources
 Orange County Green Star Schools Program

 NYSERDA -12 Schools Benchmarking Program

 The Pre-kindergarten through Grade 12 (P-12) Schools Initiative -
Benchmarking Program is available to provide up to three years of free 
energy benchmarking services to eligible schools

 USEPA: Targeted Brownfield Assessments
 This program supplements other efforts under the Brownfields program to 

promote the cleanup and redevelopment of brownfields, including the reuse of 
sites for solar/renewable energy projects

 Services include site assessments, cleanup options and cost estimates, and 
community outreach. Services are for an average of $100,000

Technical Support & Resources

https://www.orangecountygov.com/1574/Schools
https://portal.nyserda.ny.gov/CORE_Solicitation_Detail_Page?SolicitationId=a0rt000000UUvxsAAD
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/targeted-brownfields-assessments-tba


Hudson Valley 
Regional 
Council

Europa L. McGovern
Planner / Clean Energy Communities Coordinator
emcgovern@hudsonvalleyrc.org
845-564-4075, ext. 211

Carla C. Castillo G.
Deputy Executive Director / Clean Energy Communities Coordinator
ccastillo@hudsonvalleyrc.org
845-564-4075, ext. 210

Contact Us

mailto:emcgovern@hudsonvalleyrc.org
mailto:ccastillo@hudsonvalleyrc.org

